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By the end of 2nd Grade, students are expected to: 

 
English Language Arts 
Reading - Literature 
 ask and answer questions to show 

understanding of text (who, what, where, why, 
when, and how) 

 retell stories to determine main message, 
lesson, or moral 

 describe how characters in a story respond to 
major events and challenges 

 describe how words and phrases supply rhythm 
and meaning in a story, poem, or song 

 describe the overall structure of a story, 
including beginning, middle, and end 

 acknowledge different points of view and use 
appropriate expression 

 use information from pictures and words to 
understand character, setting, and plot 

 compare and contrast two or more versions of 
the same story 

 by the end of the year, read and comprehend 
grade level (or above)material proficiently 
Reading – Informational Text 

 ask and answer questions to show 
understanding of text (who, what, where, why, 
when, and how) 

 identify the main topic of informational text  
 describe connections between events, ideas, 

and concepts in a text 
 determine the meaning of words and phrases in 

text 
 know and use various text features to locate 

key facts or information 
 identify the main purpose of text 
 explain how specific images contribute to and 

clarify text 
 describe how reasons support specific points 

the author makes in a text 
 compare and contrast the most important 

points presented by two texts on the same 
topic 

 by the end of the year, read and 
comprehend grade level (or above) 
informational text 

 
Foundational Skills  
 know and apply grade level phonics and 

word analysis skills in decoding words 
 read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension 
 
Writing 
 write an opinion piece with an introduction, 

details, and a conclusion 
 write informative/explanatory texts with an 

introduction, details, and a conclusion 
 write a personal story retelling details, 

actions, thoughts, and feelings while 
providing a sense of closure 

 revise and edit written work with adults 
and/or peers 

 with support, publish writing in a variety of 
ways 

 participate in shared research and writing 
projects 

 recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided sources 
to answer a question 

 
 Language 
 demonstrate understanding of the 

conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing and speaking 

 demonstrate understanding of 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing 

 use knowledge of language and its 
conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening 

 determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases 
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 demonstrate understanding of word 

relationships and connections in word 
meanings 

 use new words and phrases in conversations 
and in writing 

 
Math 
Number and Operation in Base Ten 
 count, read, write, and compare numbers up to 

1,000 
 identify place value up to one thousands 
 read and write money amounts in dollars-and-

cents notation using amounts greater than 
$1.00 

 give equivalent names for whole numbers 
 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 
 demonstrate automaticity with basic addition 

and subtraction facts 
 add and subtract with 2-digit numbers with or 

without regrouping 
 calculate and compare values of coin and bill 

combinations; make exchanges 
 model multiplication and division concepts 

 
Measurement and Data  
 use U.S. customary and metric units to measure 

length to the nearest inch and centimeter, 
weight 

 collect, organize, and display data using tally 
charts, tables, bar graphs, and line plots 

 tell time to the nearest  5 minutes; write time 
in digital notation 
 

Geometry 
 identify and describe 2-dimensional and 3-

dimensional shapes (circles, triangles, squares 
rectangles, hexagons, trapezoids, rhombuses, 
spheres, cylinders, rectangular prisms, 
pyramids, cones, and cubes) 
 draw line segments; identify parallel line 

segments 

 create and complete symmetric shapes or 
designs 

 describe a fractional part of a shape using 
words ; halves, thirds, fourths. 

 
Science 
Earth Science   
 draw or label how the earth rotates and 

revolves around the sun 
 describe the earth’s rotation and revolution 
 recognize the daily and seasonal weather 

changes 
 compare each season and its own weather 

pattern 
 recall that the number of daylight hours 

change with the seasons 
 observe, record and interpret daily weather 

patterns 
 draw or label the changes in the moon’s 

appearance based on its orbit around the 
earth 

 recognize that there are moon phases 
 
Physical 
 identify the three states of matter 
 identify the properties of various objects 
 classify objects according to their properties 
 identify materials as solids, liquids, and gases 

 
Life Science 
 classify animals as mammals, birds, reptiles, 

amphibians and fish 
 compare the stages of life cycles for 

different animal 
 identify adaptations 
 explain that an adaptation is a body part or 

action that enables a living thing to meet its 
needs 

 identify an environment 
 give examples of things that happen in 

nature that can change an environment 



     
School District of Ashland 

 
 describe how changes in environment affect 

animals 
 explain how people and nature can cause 

changes to occur in environments 
 

Social Studies 
 utilize four points of the compass rose to 

identify locations on a map 
 use a legend/key to identify symbols on a map 
 locate and label the students’ own continent, 

country and state 
 name U.S. historical figures and give one 

example of their contribution to history 
 identify goods & services, and needs & wants 
 compare and contrast the components of 

urban, rural and suburban communities 
 
Art 
 identify techniques, processes and materials 

used in art class 
 use principles of design (pattern,  

repetition, balance and movement) to         
create artwork 

 understand that artwork connects us to   
other cultures and to the past 

 
Music 

 identify when there is a steady beat or no 
steady beat 

 independently define and demonstrate the 
steady beat through body percussion, 
instruments, speaking and singing 

 recite the music alphabet (A – G) forwards and 
backwards 

 identify the quarter note, two-eighth notes and 
quarter rest 

 identify the loud and soft music symbols: f – 
forte as loud and  p- piano as soft 

 define these music terms:  pitched instrument, 
unpitched instrument, tempo, metronome 

 demonstrate the four voice functions: speaking, 
singing, whispering and calling 

 name the rhythm instrument families:  
woods, metals, shakers, drums 

 categorize rhythm instruments by family 
 recognize patriotic selections 
 participate in age appropriate performance 

repertoire 
 

Physical Education 
 participate regularly in physical education 

class for the purpose of maintaining good 
health 

 demonstrate mature motor patterns in all 
seven locomotor skills 

 demonstrate competency in throwing, 
kicking, and catching skills 

 follow activity or game related rules, 
procedures, and etiquette 
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